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Dr. Donald 0. Johnston, professor of music at the University of Montana in Missoula, 
has completed a musical composition entitled "Fires of Another Time," a bicentennial work 
commissioned by the Montana Music Educators Association (MMEA). The work will be premiered 
Oct. 24 during the MMEA meeting in Great Falls. 
Words for the music are from a poem entitled "Fires of Another Time" by Montana 
Poet J. G. Powell, Billings, who was commissioned by Johnston to do the lyrics for the 
musical composition. 
Johnston's work, commissioned Feb. 10, 1975, encompasses Montana's contribution to 
200 years of American development. It will be performed Oct. 24 in the Electric City by 
the Bicentennial All-State Band, Orchestra and Chorus, groups which include a total of 
380 musicians and singers. 
Johnston, who specializes in music composition at UM, joined the UM faculty in 
September 1960. He holds three degrees in music composition. Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Ill., awarded the bachelor of music and master of music degrees to him in 1951 
and 1954, respectively. Johnston received the doctor of musical arts degree at the 
Eastman School of Music of the University of Rochester, Rochester, N.Y., in 1960. 
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